
Press Release- Anglican Diocese of Manicaland  

12 October 2011- Anglicans in Manicaland Excited about Double Victory 

THE Anglican Diocese of Manicaland on Monday 10 October 2011 won a provisional court order 
threatening to imprison the ex-communicated Anglican Bishop Elson Jakazi and his three priests which 
coincided with the pastoral visit to the Manicaland Diocese by the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
regional primates to express their solidarity with Anglicans in Manicaland. 

Bishop Julius Makoni represented the Anglican Diocese of Manicaland (CPCA) in a High Court application 
in case number HC9664/11 seeking the possession, control and use of All Saints Anglican Church in 
Zimunya after a two-months period of illegal occupation by Jakazi’s men.   

Bishop Makoni then approached the High Court seeking the confirmation of the provisional order 
sought, that the High Court declares Elson Madoda Jakazi, and three of his priests Reverends Bernard 
Maupa, Vusumuzi Ndlovu and a Reverend Katanga in contempt of court if they defied the court order. 
The order also sought the incarceration of the quartet at Chikurubi Maximum Prison.   

Pending the determination of the matter, High Court judge, Justice Tendai Uchena granted the CPCA in 
Manicaland under Bishop Makoni the following relief: “The respondents- Jakazi, Maupa, Ndlovu and 
Katanga herein are ordered to restore forthwith to the Anglicans herein possession, control and use of 
the All Saints Anglican Zimunya Church.” 

The visiting Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Tanzania, Valentino Mokiwa, 
Archbishop of Central Africa Dr Albert Chama and the Archbishop of Southern Africa Thabo Makgoba 
demonstrated their solidarity with Anglicans in Manicaland. Dr Williams was also accompanied by 
Bishops Chad Gandiya of Harare, Dr Julius Makoni of Manicaland, Bishop Christopher Chessun of 
Southwark Diocese in the United Kingdom and Bishop Trevor Mwamba of Botswana.  

Both Bishop Makoni and Bishop Gandiya have been locked out of their Cathedrals and churches by the 
ex-communicated Kunonga and Jakazi men who claim that they have the support of the President in 
their persecution of Anglicans. The President however vehemently denied his involvement when asked 
by the Archbishop to stop the violence against Anglicans, especially in Harare and Manicaland dioceses, 
during their meeting on Monday the 10th of October at State House.  Many Anglicans have been 
imprisoned, harassed and beaten up.  

Dr Williams’ visit is being viewed by Anglicans in Manicaland and Harare as a resounding success with 
tangible benefits as more people have become encouraged and revived. The tour took the Archbishops 
and the Bishops to the Anglican Cathedral in Manicaland, St Augustine’s Mission in Penhalonga, and St 
Matthew’s Vhengere 602 Hall in Rusape, where he came face to face with the rogue nature of those 
who have taken over Anglican buildings.  

On returning from Manicaland the regional archbishops and the Zimbabwean bishops accompanied the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in making a courtesy visit to the President.  Afterwards, the Archbishops 



issued a statement saying: “We have asked, in the clearest possible terms, that the President uses his 
powers as Head of State to put an end to all unacceptable and illegal behaviour.” 

Bishop Makoni said: “We are delighted that the courts have ruled in our favour coinciding with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s pastoral visit to Manicaland,”   
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